THE    AGA    KHAN                      IOQ
The wildest rumours flashed through Hindustan,
and the British Premier was accredited with-the
intention of humbling Islam to the dust. The Aga
Khan toured the country and did his utmost to
dissipate the worst effects of Mr. Lloyd George's
speeches in respect to the Caliphate, but rumours of
the character then flying the country travel faster than
humans, even in these days of greatly accelerated speed.
Throughout the centuries migration from the land
of the oppressors has obsessed the Oriental mind.
The Jews did it long ago when the Red Sea was
cloven to facilitate their progress, and as a pacific
counter to oppression, or fancied oppression, the
ultimate resort to migration has remained as an
Idea .fixed ever since,                                   v
Reference has already been made to the part
which Mr. Gandhi played in this mass movement of
the Faithful toward the asylum of Afghanistan and
beyond, and to the fact that many thousands of ill-
informed Muslims thronged the roads leading north-
wards with the sole idea of removing their persons
from the shadow of the Union Jack. Literally
hundreds of thousands of humans, of all ages, found
themselves upon an alien roadside, and with no
haven of refuge. Many hundreds of miles behind
them were homesteads which had been sold to eager
buyers for the proverbial song.
Suffering and privation on a gigantic scale loomed
grimly. Indeed, it was already there, and to this
day the number of deaths has never been satisfactorily
computed. The Aga Khan, who had retained a
firm grip of his adherents throughout the early stages